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On April 16, the spring 
sun was shining for Tina 
Montague and her three 
children as they broke 
ground for their new 
Habitat home.  Each 
shovelful of dirt repre-
sented their commitment 
and the hope for a more 
promising future.  After 
the ceremony, there 
were hugs, tears, and 
words of gratitude for 
family, friends, and the 
Habitat Staff and Board 
members who attended. 
It was a time of joy for 
everyone.   
 
The Montague home will 
be located at the corner 
of Walnut and Donnelly 
Streets in Cadillac. Although Wexford Habi-
tat for Humanity has already built twenty-
two other homes in the area, Tina admits 
that she didn’t know anything about Habitat 
until a friend mentioned that Tina and her 
family might be eligible for the housing pro-
gram.  After listening to her friend’s explana-
tion, it didn’t take long for Tina to arrive at 
the Habitat offices to fill out her application. 
Now that the Montagues have been chosen 
as Habitat’s newest partner family, Tina has 
been learning first-hand about the “great 
program.”  In just a few weeks, construction 
will begin, and Tina will join the dozens of 

volunteers who will be involved in 
this Community Build. Like many 
previous Habitat partners, Tina 
wants a better living environment 
for her children. “They’re good kids 
and they deserve a good home.”  
Thomas, a third grader at Franklin 
School in Cadillac is very excited 
even though he will be attending a 
different school next year.  He’s 
hoping that the family will be able to 
have a new puppy when they move 
in.  Five-year-old Taylor would like 
a puppy AND a kitten.  And for 15-
year-old Jared, the close proximity 
to the high school will be an obvi-
ous benefit.  Tina is also looking 
forward to the possibility of having 
a garden where they can grow flow-
ers and “lots of tomatoes.” 
 
Becoming a Habitat Homeowner is 

not a simple process. Tina is presently employed 
at Sunset Shores Resort in Cadillac, but as a 
Habitat Partner, she will take on many new jobs 
and responsibilities while building “sweat equity” 
in her home.  Even though this is an exciting ex-
perience, it can also be stressful and confusing. 
To provide emotional support and helpful advice 
throughout the construction process, Wexford 
Habitat for Humanity assigns a Family Support 
Advocate to each family.  Lisa Kennedy has gra-
ciously offered to take on that important role. We 
trust that this new relationship will be rewarding 
for both Lisa and the Montagues in the months to 
come. 

Turn Your Trash into Treasure 
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Spring is the traditional time for area ga-
rage sales, and the Wexford Habitat Re-
Store may be able to help. If you are un-
able to sell your large, garage sale items, 
call the ReStore.  We are happy to pick up 
couches, chairs, dining room sets, working 
appliances, and all those interesting mis-
cellaneous collectibles with our ReStore 
truck. Just call Lori at 775-8661 to set up a 
date and time.  
For those of you who itemize on your in-

come tax, consider bypassing the garage sale 
altogether.  We will be happy to give you a receipt 
for your donations. If you decide to remodel your 
home, bring your leftover building, plumbing, or 
electrical supplies to the ReStore.  The ReStore is 
one of Habitat’s most important fundraising 
sources, but we need your dona-
tions to fill our store. Your trash may 
be someone else’s treasure. 

Jared, Thomas, Taylor and Tina  
Montague at their new home site 
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From January 25 to February 14, Glen’s Market in Cadillac took 
part in a Spartan Store initiative to help Habitat.  Customers were 
asked at the registers if they wanted to contribute $1, $5 or $10 to 
Habitat. Each donor was then given a medallion to sign and these 
were posted in the store.  Donations were also tracked through 
the various registers, and Chong, Sarah, and Gloria ended up as 
the top sellers.  Thanks to the generosity of Glen’s customers and 
the participation of Glen’s employees, $1442.75 was collected, 
and these dollars will go directly to our Wexford Habitat affiliate. 
Over $135,000 was collected throughout the state! 
 
Store Director Mike Goerbig is pleased with the local results 
(doubled from last year), and he says he wants to “double or even 
triple” the totals for next time.  “It’s great to partner with Habitat 
and to see the money returned right back to the community.”  
Wexford Habitat is fortunate to have such an enthusiastic sponsor. 

�
Habitat  
  Stars 

Autumn Gurden worked 
for Habitat one day a 
week for 6 months as 
part of her internship at 
Spring Arbor College.  
Her focus was Family 
Support.  We thank her 
for her service 

Habitat thanks the many 
generous donors who 
bring their good quality 
items to the ReStore 

Michael Thomas worked 12 
hours a week for 10 weeks as 
an intern for Baker College.  
He spent a great deal of his 
time on the computer. One of 
his biggest projects was a 
manual for dealing with haz-
ardous materials in the Re-
Store.  We really appreciated 
his strong work ethic.  

Hats off to Baker College for 
its wonderful Career Fair!  We 
were able to recruit our  
AmeriCorp workers at the 
event. 

We thank Linda 
Kilgore for  
donating 9500 
pairs of  
sunglasses to our 
ReStore . 
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Michigan Governor Jennifer 
Granholm was recently in Cadillac 
for the Governor’s Breakfast.  As a 
thank you gift to the governor, the 
Chamber of Commerce donated a 
gift in her name to Wexford Habitat 
for Humanity. We appreciate the 
special honor. 

There are all kinds of ways that sports teams 
can be involved.  They might hold a hot dog 
sale or pancake dinner with the proceeds going 
to Habitat for Humanity.  If the team members 
are old enough, they might sign up to work at a 
building site.  Younger members might provide 
refreshments for building site workers or make 
posters to show the work of Habitat for Human-
ity.   
 
If you, or someone you know might be inter-
ested, please contact Wexford Habitat Human-
ity’s Executive Director Debbie Maxey at 775-
7561.  We want to take your pictures and 
tell your story on our website and in our 
next newsletter. We want you to be one of 
our Habitat Stars!  
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Calling all football players, soccer teams, 
golfers, baseball teams, gymnasts, tennis 

players, basketball teams and athletes of all 
ages and sports!! 

Habitat for Humanity Affiliates all across Michi-
gan are inviting sports teams to join them in a 
special event—the Habitat for Humanity 2009 
Sports Build.  Coaches, school principles, athletic 
directors, adult league members, or anyone else 
connected with a sports team is encouraged to 
find out how they can be involved.  The goal of 
the program is to help athletes learn first-hand 
about the benefits of volunteerism, but it can also 
be a team building activity that can create greater 
exposure for the team while providing the mem-
bers with an opportunity to learn new skills.  It 
might even be a lot of fun! 
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As you can see, a lot of progress has been made on Maggie 
Miller’s new Boon Street home.  This is Wexford Habitat’s first 
handicapped-assessable home, and so far, it has been built pri-
marily by the hard-working Building Trades students at the Ca-
reer Technical Center. The finishing work, however will require 
some help from community volunteers.  If you or your service 
club would like to sign up to help during the month of May, 
please call the Habitat offices at 775-7561. All you need is a giv-
ing heart, a pair of sturdy shoes, and a few hours of free time on 
a Saturday. If you can’t do the physical work, but would like to 
provide snacks or help in some other way, let us know. 
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May 9-16 is AmeriCorp Week, so it seems appropriate 
that we are getting ready to welcome two Americorp 
members to the staff at Wexford Habitat for Humanity. 
Although these individuals will work for Habitat, they 
will be hired by Americorp for the period of May 5- 
August 28.  AmeriCorp provides training, partial finan-
cial benefits, and even college loans for members. 
 
Jonathan Miehlke will act as our Construction Liai-
son. He will take on the important task of providing on-
site orientation and supervision for our community 
volunteers . At present, Jonathan is a Baker College 
student in the Corrections program, but he also has 
worked with the Boy Scouts in Manton, and he has 
construction experience.  He says that he has been 
looking for a job that will be fun and challenging and 
one that will allow him to help his community. 
 
Tabatha Gabara attends Western Michigan University 
and is studying psychology. As our Volunteer Re-
cruiter, she will make contacts with potential volun-
teers, promote Habitat Special Builds, and facilitate 
ongoing partnerships with various community groups.  
Tabatha is a Cadil-
lac native who has 
been active in a vari-
ety of sports, so she 
hopes to “expand 
the volunteer net-
work through local 
high school students 
and sports teams.” 
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Habitat Welcomes New Faces  
and Says Good-bye to Old Friends 

Wexford Habitat for Humanity is pleased to announce the addi-
tion of two new members to our Board, but neither of these indi-
viduals is really new to our affiliate. Bob Greene (with his wife 
Paula) has already served as a Habitat family nurturer. Bob is 
also a member of the Family Support Committee, and he re-
cently took on the job of Grant Coordinator. Kim Molitor is re-
turning to the Board after a few years away from it.  She has 
already made a significant contribution by helping up update all 
our policies. Kim is Vice President of Rates and Administrative 
Services at Wolverine Power, while Bob enjoying retirement af-
ter many years as a school counselor and administrator. He 
moved to Cadillac just three years ago from Troy, Michigan. 
 
We are sorry to lose two other Board members.  Jerry Adams 
and Dennis Hammar recently resigned from the Board. Jerry 
served on the Board for four years.  As Planning Director for the 
City of Cadillac, Jerry always offered us valuable commentary 
and useful advice. Dennis was a member of the Board for five 
years and also worked as an interim construction manager for 
several months.  Dennis’s experience in remodeling old homes 
and building new ones was priceless, and we also appreciated 
his volunteer hours spent on the Habitat building sites. We thank 
both of these individuals for their dedication to Habitat for Hu-
manity and hope they will continue to be a resource for us in the 
future. 



&� �+ � � � � ( � � � 
 � 
 � + � �����������
(�����
	� ���� ��
�� ��$��� ���
,-.-��	� �������
	�  ������� �+�
&��+���� ����
	� �$�� ���
���

�� ��%�� �� ��++������� ������
� �����
�� �����
	� $������/���
#$�	� ���� �� � ����� +��� ���� �!�
�����
!������++����� ��$������/��
&�
$� 
$�� ���� �
���� �+� 
$�� 0�
$����� 
$��� 	���!� 12� +��� ����
+����&��+���� ����
	� ��  � ���
 �����������+�!������
�$������/���

P.O. Box 828 

7953 East 34 Road 

Cadillac, MI 49601 

Address Service Requested 
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· ������ —�The number of US dollars required to provide 6 families with 
Habitat sponsored core homes in Haiti 

· ����  — The number of homes destroyed during the 2008 hurricanes in 
the town of Gonaives in Haiti 

· ���� — The number of Haitian families who have been provided with 
“housing solutions” through the efforts of Habitat  

· �� —The number of square meters in a “core home,”  for 5 family members 
in Haiti 

P.O. Box 828 
7953 E. 34 Road 
Cadillac, MI  49601 

Phone: 231 775-7561 
Fax: 231 775-7561 
director@wexfordhabitat.org 
ReStore 775-8661 
www.wexfordhabitat.org 
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