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One day, Kristina Marr was 
listening to the radio and she 
heard a segment about Wex-
ford Habitat for Humanity.  It 
told about the Housing pro-
gram, and she realized that 
she and her son Keenan 
might qualify.  It didnôt take 
her long to find her way to 
the library where she 
downloaded an application.  
And, as they say, the rest is 
history.  The Marrs are now 
our newest partner family.   
 
Kristina and Keenanôs new 
home will be on Donnelly 
Street right next to Chantal 
Thompsonôs new Habitat 
house.  The Ground Break-
ing Celebration was  
August 8, and was attended 
by friends, Habitat staff and 
Board, as well as several 
other Habitat families.  9&10 News also arrived, 
so Kristina had her first TV interview. That was 
both exciting and a little scary.  

ñWith faith in Jesus Christ, this work is 
begun and this ground is broken in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.ò When it came time to 
turn over the earth in response to the 
Ground Breaking Prayer, Board mem-
ber Kathy Hannum, Family Advocate 
Lois Durham, and Kristina herself par-
ticipated.  Six year old Keenan also took 
his turn. Keenan didnôt have much to 
say at the dedication, but according to 
his mom, he talks non-stop about his 
new home when they are alone to-
gether.   
 
Now that Kristina is officially entered as 
a partner family, she is continuing to 
build her sweat equity.  If you have 
been to the Wexford Habitat ReStore, 
you may have seen Kristinaôs smiling 
face at the counter.  We wish the Marrs 
the best of luck on this latest adventure.   
 
If you think you might qualify as a Part-

ner Family, just follow Kristinaôs lead and 
download all the information from our website 
at www.wexfordhabitat.org  

Dan Peterson is always looking for 

willing helpers in his job as volun-

teer coordinator for Habitat, and 

judging from our list of recent vol-

unteers, he is very successful. 

Volunteers sort and clean dona-

tions, bake cookies, work on fund-

raisers, build 

houses, and 

do so much 

more.  

 On September 30th, Wexford Habitat celebrated our 

individual and corporate volunteers in a buffet lunch-

eon at the ReStore.  Lisa Kennedy, our ReStore 

manager, was on hand to greet everyone; future 

home owner Kristina Marr helped serve; and volun-

teer  Walley Garcia was our Grill Master.  For those 

volunteers who 

could not attend, we 

salute you and thank  

you for your gener-

osity. 

Listen to the Radio!  

Volunteer Appreciation Day 2011 

http://www.wexfordhabitat.org
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Partner Families Celebrate Together for Dedication 

     WHFH Festival of Trees Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

 
Providing the best in DJ Entertainment 

(231) 779-0351 

On October 20, the rain fell outside, but there was plenty of 
warmth inside for the dedication of a new house on Chest-
nut Street.  April Boersma and her two children, Nathaniel 
and Makayla, were honored at this important event, but the 
big pile of shoes on the porch was evidence of many others 
who joined together to celebrate their accomplishment.   
Close family members and friends were present, of course, 
but there were also a number of other Habitat family part-
ners who came to lend their sup-
port.  The Montagues, whose house 
was dedicated in July, were joined 
by the Martins, whose house was 
dedicated in April, and by Kristina 
Marr, who announced that she pres-
ently had three new walls on her 
building site.   
 
Habitat President Ed Van Alst intro-
duced everyone and then Pastor 
Mark Verschueren of Resurrection 
Life Church led the group through 
the prayers and blessing of the 
home.  There was a special bless-
ing for each room of the house.  
Executive Director Deb Maxey lit a 
candle that represented the      

presence of Christ in the home and also presented the fam-
ily with a Bible. 
 
Like other habitat homeowners, April had to put in 300 
hours of sweat equity before qualifying for her no interest 
mortgage.  She not only worked in the ReStore and on 
other Habitat-related projects, she also participated in the 
actual construction of her home. Extra care was taken with 
the home to make sure that it achieved its 5+ star Energy 
rating.  April said that she learned a lot during the building 
process, and she also noticed that sometimes projects took 
longer than she anticipated because there wasò so much 
measuring.ò  Nathaniel also put in quite a few hours on the 
house as did Aprilôs dad, who happens to be a licensed 
electrician. Marcia and Rob Wieringa acted as Family Ad-
vocates for the family, but according to Marcia there wasnôt 
that much for her to do.  ñThey had so much help from their 
church and their family.ò  The Wieringas will continue to 
provide support in the coming year.  
 
Once the dedication was over, there were refreshments for 
the guests, but then April had plans to do lots of packing! 
After all, the following day, October 21, was her moving 
day.  We hope the sun will be shining on her as she begins 
her journey as a homeowner. 

The Montagues, the Martins, 

the Boersmas and Kristina 

Marr celebrate home owner-

ship together. 



For the past several years, a group from local Christian 
Reform Churches (CRC) has been helping with building 
projects in Monticello and Hammond, Indiana.  They trav-
eled from church families in Cadillac, McBain, and Vogel 
Center, Michigan to rebuild structures after natural disas-
ters.  This year, the CRC construction volunteers were 
looking for a new place to use their skills.  Mary Jane El-
lens, who does the cooking for the group while they are on 
the road, saw an ad about Wexford Habitatôs ReStore on 
television.  She was impressed with how organized it 
looked and wanted to come for a visit.  That led to ques-
tions about what else Wexford Habitat was working on.  
When she found out about Habitatôs building projects in 
Cadillac, she encouraged the CRC group to work closer to 
home.  At the same time, the group saw an article in the 
Cadillac News about a crew of Methodists from Muncie, 
Indiana who worked on one of the Wexford Habitat building 
projects in June of this year.  Everything seemed to be 
pointing in the same direction. 

  
On October 17, the CRC volunteers began a two-week stint 
working on the future Habitat  home of Kristina Marr on 

Donnelly Street in Cadillac. The 
original plan was for just one 
week of building, but there was so 
much interest, the commitment 
was extended to two weeks. Den-
nis Anderson was the main or-
ganizer for the project, but the 
workers didnôt seem to need 

much direction on the work site. In fact, anyone watching 
them would quickly recognize the skills and experience rep-
resented there. The volunteers totaled 15 and included 
people with backgrounds in education, engineering, psy-
chology, law enforcement, UPS delivery, building and DNR 
management.  
  
The volunteers worked through a variety of weather condi-
tions, but every day, they enjoyed a hearty lunch and lively 
conversation at the home of Dave and Mary Jane Ellens.  
Homeowner Kristina Marr joined them at the work site and 
for lunch.  One of the workers commented that ñyou could-
nôt wipe the smile off her face.ò  That is because she is so 
excited about the progress on her home.  Frank Tilmann, 
the construction supervisor for the Building Trades Stu-
dents (who will continue with the build) said that the CRC 
crew put the project 4-6 weeks ahead of schedule. At the 
start of the project, just the flooring was in place, but by the 
time the CRC folks left, all the exterior and interior walls 
were up and even the tub was in place.  
  
Churches can obviously play a vital role in Habitatôs mis-
sion of providing safe, affordable homes for families in our 
community.  It is hoped that the CRC's work will encourage 
other area 
churches to con-
sider a similar com-
mitment in the com-
ing months. 
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Christian Reformed Churches Unite to Build a Home 

We Support Wexford Habitat for Humanity  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Building Materials Where You Need Them 

When you Need Them 
2201 N Mitchell in Cadillac 

231-775-3453 



The Festival of Trees is being held on November 19 
this year at Fox Hill Event Center.  Like other years, it will 
feature a gala dinner dance and auction. The starting time 
is 6:00 p.m. Itôs a chance for guests to get dressed up and 
welcome in the holidays while helping others. Cadillac Ro-
tary is our partner for this event, so the proceeds not only 
help Wexford Habitat, they also help Rotary to do its work 
in our community.  Any profits from the sale of tickets go to 
Rotary projects while all the profits from the auction help 
Habitat to build homes.  Since the Festival could not be 
possible without the Rotary partnership, it seems appropri-
ate to feature some of the other collaborators who are 
working to make the event a big success. 
 
Last year, one of our most innovative auction packages 
was the result of collaboration between Home Depot, PoSH 
Salon and DK Design.  They provided a cozy electric fire-
place where stockings were hung (and filled by Santa), a 
Christmas tree, home décor items and even presents 
wrapped up under the tree.  It was a nostalgic treat. 
 
This year, we have a variety of collaborators.  One of our 
large trees will be the result of the collaborative efforts of 
Susan Martz from Oak Heirlooms and Deb Wiltzer of 
Navari.  They are excited about their sage green, pearl and 
silver design which reportedly will have ñlots of bling.ò Al-
though our other large trees come from individual busi-
nesses, Pattersonôs Flowers and Hagstromôs Flowers, we 
know that they will bring innovative ideas from more than 
one person. 
 

Another group effort is coming from Van Drie Home Fur-

nishings, Unique Designs by Racquel and Tracey Kanouse 

of Chaos Salon.  Van Drie is providing an elegant dining 

room table, which actually can be exchanged in the store 

by the winning bidder.  On the table will be cranberry and 

gold-colored decorations and dinnerware provided by Rac-

quel.  But that isnôt all.  The new owner of the table will be 

able to enjoy a scrumptious dinner prepared by Cadillac-

born and Chicago-based corporate chef Carl Johnson.  

What an exciting Christmas present for some lucky person. 

Table decorations at the Festival are 

always unique, and this year, they were 

created as a collaborative effort by Fes-

tival committee members.  Linda Mutch 

provided the design, and then the com-

mittee members used their own skills to 

put them together.  The decorations will 

be sold at the event. 

A final auction item is just right for the 

fishing crowd, but it wouldnôt have been available without 

the help of Donna Weaver, Citizens Bank Site Manager.  

Tim Roller of Ultimate Outfitters Guide Service and the host 

of TVôs ñWild Addictionò is offering a guided fishing trip with 

lunch and wine provided by Donna and Deb Wiltzer of 

Navari Salon.  With a grin on his face, Tim said he would 

only do this if Donna would agree to be his 

first mate.  For those of you who know 

Donna, you also know that a fishing boat is 

the last place you would expect to see her, 

but she is happy to support Habitat. We 

hope that Tim or the winning bidder will 

provide us with lots of pictures. 

The most important collaborators are, of 

course, the guests at the Festival.  The spectacular auc-

tions items for both the live and silent auction need bidders.  

We appreciate all those who open up their pocketbooks to 

help Wexford Habitat do its work. 

Racquel Breggs (right), 

Sally Goggin represent-

ing Van Drie (left), and 

Tracey Kanouse 

(below) cooked up an 

exciting auction item 

Festival Collaborators  and Innovators Bring Fun and Excitement to the Live Auction 

Deb Wiltzer of Navari and Susan Martz 

Of Oak Heirlooms are collaborators 

Sheila Hill of Posh with her 2010 

Festival creation 

Donna Weaver 
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